Minutes of the meeting of Church Council of the Russian Orthodox Cathedral of the Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God and the Holy Royal Martyrs of Russia, London, 17 July 2011

Attendees: H.E. Archbishop Mark, Archpriest Vladimir Vilgerts, Subdeacon Alexander Shadrin, Churchwarden Vera McClenaghan, Head Sister Sofia Michailidou, Choir Director Anna Kobrina, Treasurer Maxim Skachko, Youth Representative Maria Shadrina, Secretary Oleksiy Danylenko, Andrejus Borisas, Nicolas Mabin, Reserve Member Sergey Ilin.
Absent: Archpriest Peter Baulk, Ktitor Pavel Lisitsin, Assistant Treasurer Galina Shirokova

Opening of the meeting

The meeting opened at 17:35.

Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting of Church Council and Parish Trust held on 30 June 2011 were approved unanimously with a number of amendments.

AGM

H.E. Archbishop Mark noted that the timing of the AGM, held on the same day, was unfortunate because of the summer holidays season. We need to think when to conduct the next AGM, for example during Great Lent or in autumn.
Church School
H.E. Archbishop Mark asked the Church Council to support the Church School so that children can learn the Law of God and Russian language/literature. The Law of God lessons may be taught by laymen but from time to time a priest should give lessons as well, so that the children develop trust to in him in preparation for confessions in the future. It is also important for parents to learn church life.
Belfry
Choir Director Anna Kobrina will need to see draft drawings with measurements before the Church Council again discusses the construction proposal with Andrei Rodzianko and Andre Henderson-Stewart. An alternative to a platform on the roof is to have long ropes and ring the bells from the ground. H.E. Archbishop Mark commented that there is a Synod-appointed Building Commission which will need to review the draft drawings. Yury Rushan is another helpful contact to discuss the construction plans. 
Youth
H.E. Archbishop Mark emphasised the importance of organising the youth at the church. A priest or a few young people themselves can start arranging evenings and then such activities can grow and become self-sustaining. This approach works in many parishes. H.E. Archbishop Mark mentioned the 12th All-Diaspora Youth Conference which had been held in Paris a few weeks previously. He also said that, once a year, the German youth organise a small pilgrimage. Anna Kobrina suggested giving a talk on the church services between 7-14 August this year. We can also start film sessions to be followed by a discussion with a priest. Another idea is to organise short pilgrimages to holy sites in England.
Other matters

The Sisterhood is responsible for removing all candle stubs from the Cathedral before the beginning of Divine Liturgy.
Date of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Church Council and Parish Trust will take place on 21 August 2011, a week later than initially planned because of the parish pilgrimage to the Holy Land.

Closing of the meeting

The meeting closed with prayer at 17:58
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