Minutes of the joint meeting of Church Council and Parish Trust of London Russian Orthodox Cathedral of the Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God and the Holy Royal Martyrs of Russia, London, 20 June 2010

Attendees: HE Archbishop Mark, Fr. Nikolay Savchenko, Subdeacon Alexander Shadrin (partially), Trustee Sophia Goodman, Trustee Gregory Wolcough, Churchwarden Vera McClenaghan, Treasurer Galina Shirokova, Treasurer Assistant Angela Platunova, Choir Director Anna Kobrina, Secretary Oleksiy Danylenko, Andrejus Borisas, Yaroslav Frol, Nicolas Mabin, Elizaveta Pokornaya
Absent: Fr. Peter Baulk, Trustee Aleksey Samarenko, Trustee Nicholas Yellachich, Ktitor Pavel Lisitsin
Opening of the meeting

The meeting was opened by prayer at 17:25.

Youth
HE Archbishop Mark started discussion on how to retain young people at our church. One way is to involve boys in the altar, under the necessary spiritual guidance. Another idea is to organise summer camps, separately for boys and girls, on our own or together with other parishes.
Lower Church Patron Saint's day
HE Archbishop Mark and HE Bishop Agapit will not be able to attend us on the Lower Church Patron Saint's day on 17 July this year. We will invite HE Archbishops Elisey and Anatoly from the Russian Orthodox Church of Moscow Patriarchate at Ennismore Gardens.
Beautification of the church

HE Archbishop Mark has suggested putting a wider carpet in the church. 
The kiosk should ideally be outside of the church. We are awaiting quotes for construction of the kiosk. We will look for a solution, in connection with erection of the bell-tower.
We plan to put most valuable icons and icons of saints whose days we celebrate on the wall of the iconostasis inside the altar.
Vera McClenaghan supported the idea of having a vestry in a separate room, so that it will be easy to repair vestments.

Church fence

Michael Watford has offered to provide free bricks for construction of the church fence, but expects to be paid for the work itself. 
Fr. Nikolay has proposed conducting a tender to select the construction company.

Local Council decision on allowing us to cut trees during the construction of the fence will be made at their meeting on 22 June 2010 at 19:30.

Inventory
Nicolas Mabin expects to finish the inventory by the end of July.
Other matters

A UK Border Agency officer will attend our parish on 25 June 2010 as part of their decision making process on issuing our parish a licence. All Church Council members are invited to attend the meeting.
Yaroslav Frol proposed publishing announcements about current construction, repair etc needs on our web-site. Galina Shirokova will be implementing the updates on our web-site, provided that she receives the content of the updates. 
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad vs. Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia (alternative English names of our church) in the official name of our parish have been discussed. No decision has been made.
Date of the next meeting

The next meeting of the Church Council and Parish Trust will take place on 11 July 2010.

Closing of the meeting

The meeting was closed by prayer at 18:39
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